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il. Patriarch Gavrilo's return to Belgrade was prompted by his fear 
of the possibility that the Holy Synod would elect a new Patriarch 
favorable to the Fite Regime. Upon his arrival in Belgrade, without 
fanfare, he immediately went to his residence where Metropolitan 
Josip invested him with powers. Among the first te call on the 
Patriarch was Vlada Zecevich, former Orthodox priest and now 
Minister in the Federated Government of Serbia, with a delegation 
of Orthodox priests whe Srprae the Zito Regime. During the call 
Metropolitan Josip bricfed them on the present status of the 
Orthodox Churche 


ae Ameng olcers who called cn the Patriarch was a delegation from 

the Hececonian Ortaodox Church requesting autonomy for their Church. 
=n refusing the delagationts request, Gavrile stated that so far 

as ne is concerned “hore ig no such thing as a Macedonian peoples 


cx 


eherefors, there cai bs no autonomous Macedenian Church. 
25X1X a 


coment: Tn this conmnmoction, it should be noted that 

Stropo. oa vosio was ab one tine Metropolitan of Skoplje 
(Macedonia) ) anc was expalled by tha Bulgarians during their 
occupation of Ma. edonia in 19. Be was not permitted by the 
to. Regine to return to his forner post. 


3e Another delegation which called on the Patriarch comprised a 

in group of preaite Orthodox sriests from Montenegro who were 
accused by Cavrilo, hinself a Montenegrin, of abandoning the 
Church for polities. Gavrilo also received Milovan Djilas, 
Minister in the Central Government, another . Montenegrin. 


i. It is reported thet Gavrilo paid a call on Tito after the 
insistence of a Soviet Bishop. He was accompanied 
Metropolitan dosip emi Bishop Dr. Nektarije Krul.j, both 
strong mide onaly is tae Tite raceived the Patx'larch coolly. 


They disc fecd drawing up of a law. ae. = ees bub ee a 
without poner lee any final decision. - . Loa 8c of “s » 
re . - = pared ef iy wis ope Ie ei tard ez 


30 fa connection with the recent Pag-Slav congiies vinich toh’: place 63 6 OT 
on 6 December 1 oh in Belgrade, he Patriarch was iniited to: ‘speale,i. 2 a 
out ue sceoh is vaportad to have been uritten by the Sovigt.- ov orc “4 Bibed 
i Ai ttar aN Ly 


nuche Inu Bolerade, Gehargl Gudaro¥. . Although. Gaugils? ae rol. ed 


25X1A 25X1A 
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tas told that 2 hé would be the fivst sialon cts was emong the last 
te te given the floor @ sitvation which he earely tosamtet. 


6, The first order of business thet che — Sasch wad face when he 
calls 4 molting of the Holy Syrtd,o% undel: he is. Preatdat wii be 
te elect new bishops Ler tho aleven a Clocezes ef 
seven in Yugoalavia.Thers cre at iceeat “azo bishops knows te Be in. | 
faver af the Tite Regime: Rajich,fernc® prefcaser of estechian,a great 
opportunist, and Vihentije,vho ie vory keel op being elected Fatsarob, 


onmnieat Fhe abgrroanin iz Fugoslavia is ‘Akhvided 
25X1A iyessven dloceses, che Patederch ,e&st a 
and Swenty bichope as ‘hele heads 
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